
 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

 It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill 

your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that 

Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 
 

 Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 
 

 Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and 

children’s worship notes are available from the ushers. 
 

 Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service 

on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the 

room adjacent to the nursery. 
 

 As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle. 

Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 
 

 The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the 

Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for 

those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests 

who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion 

until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving. 

Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore 

God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion 

fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors. 



The First Sunday in Lent 
 

March 4 & 5, 2017 
 

The Battle for Your Soul: Victory over the devil 

 

 

 

 

Opening Hymn Before You, God, the Judge of All 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 306 

 

M: The grace of our Lord      Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

Please kneel 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Please stand 

 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear 

our prayer, O Lord.  

 

 

 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to 

stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 

 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your  

tender care. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

 Lord our Strength, the battle of good and evil rages within and around us, and our ancient foe 

tempts us with his deceits and empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your Word, and when we 

fall, raise us up again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

Be seated 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Genesis 3:1-15 

 

God promised to send a Messiah who would win victory over the devil for us. 

 

 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to 

the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 

 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, 

‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or 

you will die.’”  

                                                           
 
 The Gloria in Excelsis (or an alternate canticle) normally follows the Confession of Sins and Kyrie. 

However, this song of praise is typically omitted during the seasons of Advent and Lent. Although the 

Sundays in Lent are not considered part of the season of Lent, they are still Sundays with a more somber 

and solemn focus. Therefore, the most joyful expressions of praise – including the Gloria and the singing 

or speaking of “alleluia” – are not used during this season. The Gloria and “alleluias” are all the more 

meaningful when sung for the first time in six weeks on Easter morning. 

 

The reasoning is slightly different for omitting the Gloria during Advent. The Gloria is the song of the 

angels from Luke 2 celebrating the birth of the Christ-child. In order to build this anticipation and focus 

on preparation for the Savior’s birth, the Gloria is omitted during Advent. The Gloria is restored to the 

liturgy as we sing it anew with the angels on Christmas morning. 
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 “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when you eat of it 

your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also 

desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was 

with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so 

they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the 

cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called 

to the man, “Where are you?” 

 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 

 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded 

you not to eat from?” 

 The man said, “The woman you put here with me – she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate 

it.” 

 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 

 The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

 “Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! 

 You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 

 And I will put enmity between you and the woman,  

  and between your offspring and hers; 

  he will crush your head,  

  and you will strike his heel.” 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 130 

 

Those seeking victory over the devil wait and hope in the LORD. 
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 Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; 

  O Lord, hear my voice. 

 

 Let your ears be attentive 

  to my cry for mercy. 

 

 If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, 

  O Lord, who could stand? 

 

 But with you there is forgiveness; 

  therefore you are feared. Refrain 

 

 I wait for the LORD and in his Word I put my hope. 

  My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning. 

 

 O Israel, put your hope in the LORD,  

  for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full redemption. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain  

 

Second Lesson Romans 5:12-19 

 

God sent his Son to win the victory that we could not win. 

 

 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way 

death came to all men, because all sinned – for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is 

not taken into account when there is no law. Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the 

time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a 

pattern of the one to come. 

 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much 

more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the 
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many! Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin 

and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. For if, by the 

trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive 

God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, 

Jesus Christ. 

 Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of 

one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. For just as through the 

disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man 

the many will be made righteous. 

 

Verse of the Day 

M:  It is written, “Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.” 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Matthew 4:1-11 

 

Jesus defeated the devil’s temptations for us. 

 

 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. After fasting forty days 

and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these 

stones to become bread.” 

 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes 

from the mouth of God.’ ” 

 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If 

you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: 

 “ ‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, 

  so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’ ” 

 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 

 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 

and their splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 
 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve 

him only.’ ” 

 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 
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Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

Christian Worship 200 

 

Sermon Matthew 4:1-11 

The Four “I”s of Temptation 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

   eternally begotten of the Father,  

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

   begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

  Through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

   and became fully human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

  He suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead  

   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community  

and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a  

visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
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M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. He made his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours 

but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 

his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory forever and ever. 
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Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
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Be seated 

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine. 

Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 19 of the service folder. 

 

Distribution Hymns The Tree of Life (see pg. 16) 

 Christian Worship Supplement 754 

 

Who Trusts in God, a Strong Abode 

Christian Worship 447 

 

I Come, O Savior, to Your Table 

Christian Worship 310 

 

Please stand 

THANKSGIVING 
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M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 

coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 

forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall (stanzas 1 & 4) 

Christian Worship 378 

 

Postlude  
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Serving at Worship 

 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Musicians Kiara Ristow, piano (Saturday) 

 Eric Sipe, organ (Sunday) 

 

Communion Assistants Dan Ebeling, Cary Haakenson, Jon Johnson (8:00 AM) 

Dan Pollesch, Jeff Scheibe, Adam Sipe (10:30 AM) 

 

Head Ushers Rick Yahn (Saturday); Tom Wessel (8:00 AM); Doug Knuth (10:30 AM) 

 

Greeters Tony & Erica Balistreri and John Frailing & Susan Freedlund (8:00 AM) 

 Jon & Jessie Leyrer and Lorna Leyrer & June Krueger (10:30 AM) 

 

 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

 Barbara Schmelzer at Menomonee Falls Health Care Center, Sue Rader in hospice care at The 

Lutheran Home and Lucille Lambrecht in hospice care at her sister’s home. 

 

 Clara Kay Hobler, daughter of Matthew and Kathryn, neé Kalt, Hobler was baptized in a 

private ceremony on Wednesday, March 1. Serving as sponsors are Rebecca and Chris Rogers. 

 

 Gwendolyn Mary Kaun, daughter of Jacob and Michelle, neé Colby, Kaun will be baptized in a 

private ceremony on Sunday, March 5. Serving as sponsors are David Ruszkiewicz, Nicole 

Colby and Nikki Colby. 
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Parents’ Preview for February 12 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” (stanza 1) 

Christian Worship 106 
 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  

 “Psalm 130” Tune Michael Joncas © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern  

 Publishing House. 

“O Lord, We Praise You” Text public domain. Tune © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. 

 “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” Text and tune public domain.  
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion 

 

Help me, O God, to be rightly prepared to receive the sacrament. Take away any unbelief  

and overcome any doubts that I may have. Lord Jesus, give me a believing heart that the  

gifts and forgiveness offered here truly are for me. Amen. 

 

Personal Prayer for After Communion 

 

Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and blood.  

You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you as a branch remains  

in the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 

  

 

 

Readings for the Week of Lent 1 
 

 M James 4:1-10…..………………………………………… Job 1:6-22 

 T James 1:13-18…….….…………………………………. Deuteronomy 8:2-5, 11-18a 

 W Hebrews 4:14-16………………………………………… Exodus 24:12-18 

 TH Hebrews 12:1-7…………………………………………. John 2:13-22 

 F Matthew 16:21-28………………………………………. Hebrews 2:9-18 

 S Matthew 12:38-42………………………………………. Revelation 20:1-6 

 

 


